
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



LEGAL NOTES. 53 



LEGAL NOTES. 

Supreme Court of the United States. — The death of Judge 
Wayne having left a vacancy upon the bench of the Supreme 
Court, the president has nominated the Hon. E. Rockwood Hoar, 
Attorney General of the United States, for the position, but the 
Senate has not yet acted upon the nomination. 

The Hon. Robert C. Grier, of Pennsylvania, having served 
for more than twenty-three years on the bench of the Supreme 
Court, has, in consequence of increasing physical infirmities, ten- 
dered his resignation to the president, to take effect from the first 
of February, 1870. 

The Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, formerly Attorney General of 
the United States, and afterwards Secretary of War in the cabinet 
of President Lincoln, having been nominated to the seat on the 
bench of the Supreme Court, about to be vacated by Judge Grier, 
received the distinguished compliment from the Senate of confirma- 
tion without reference to the judiciary committee. Mr. Stanton, 
however, who had been in declining health for some time, did not 
survive to take his seat on the bench, but expired at his residence 
in Washington on the 24th of December, 1869. 

The Circuit Courts of the United States. — The Act of 
Congress of April 10th, 1869 (noticed ante vol. 8, N. S., 371), 
having gone into effect on the first Monday of December, 1869, the 
president nominated the following Judges of the new Circuit Courts 
established by the act : 

First Circuit, George F. Shepley, of Maine ; Second, Lewis B. 
Woodruff', of New York ; Third, William McKennan, of Pennsyl- 
vania ; Fourth, George A. Pearre, of Maryland ; Fifth, William B. 
Woods, of Alabama; Sixth, Solomon L. Withey, of Michigan; 
Seventh, Thomas Drummond, of Illinois ; Eighth, John F. Dillon, 
of Iowa ; Ninth, Lorenzo Sawyer, of California. 

The appointments for the fourth and ninth circuits have not yet 
been acted upon by the Senate; the others have been confirmed. 
Having been made on purely professional grounds, the appointments 
are excellent, and have given general satisfaction. Judge Wood- 
ruff was, at the time of his appointment, a Justice of the Court of 
Appeals, of New York ; Judge Pearre was a Judge af the Circuit 
Court of Maryland; Judges Withey and Drummond were the 
Judges of the United States District Courts for their respective 
districts, Judge Wood was Chancellor of the Middle Division of 
Alabama, and Judges Dillon and Sawyer were the chief justices of 
their respective states ; the others have not, so far as are aware, 
held any previous judicial station. 

United States District Courts. — The Hon. John P. Knowles 
has been appointed to the District Court in the District of Rhode 
Island, and the Hon. Walter R. Gresham to the District of 
Indiana, in place of the Hon. David McDonald, deceased. 
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English Judiciary. — Sir Charles Jasper Selwyn, Lord 
Justice of the Court of Appeal in Chancery, died in August last, 
and no successor has yet been appointed. The deceased Lord Jus- 
tice was appointed in February, 1868, on the resignation of Lord 
Justice Rolt. The appointment was not well received by the profes- 
sion at the time, but his judgments appear to have displayed more 
learning and capacity than was anticipated, and his courtesy of 
manner on the bench appear to have made him many friends. 

Sir George Hayes, Justice of the Queen's Bench, died in 
November last, of apoplexy. He was appointed in 1868, when the 
number of the judges of the Queen's Bench was increased to six, 
and was considered a learned and sound lawyer. As Sergeant 
Hayes, he was, for many years, considered the wittiest man at the 
bar. 

The New York Judiciary. — The new constitution framed by 
the Convention of 1868, was submitted to the vote of the people in 
November last, and was rejected. The judiciary article, however, 
which was voted on separately, was adopted by a small majority. 
By this article the present shifting constitution of the Court of 
Appeals is changed, and a court established consisting of seven 
judges holding office for fourteen years. This is a great improve- 
ment in the judicial organization of the state, but the good work is 
only begun. The article just adopted provides that in 1873 a vote 
of the people shall be taken on the question, whether the judges 
shall not thereafter be appointed by the governor for good behavior. 
We trust that the people, and especially the bar, will keep up 
their interest in the subject until they have secured a return to the 
system which in times past gave New York a judiciary conspicuous 
for integrity, learning and ability, and which, we believe, all law- 
yers of all free countries regard as the only system by which the 
bench can permanently retain its independence, or merit the public 
confidence. J. T. M. 
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Admiralty. 

Jurisdiction of Cases on the Lakes. — Since the decision (A. D. 
1851) in the Genesee Chief, 12 Howard, 443, which decided that 
admiralty jurisdiction was not limited in this country to tide waters, 
but extended to the lakes and the waters connecting them, the 

1 From J. W. Wallace, Esq., Reporter; to appear in 8 Wall. Rep. 

2 From Hon. N. L. Freeman, Reporter ; to appear in 47 111. Rep. 
s From S. Hand, Esq., Reporter ; to appear in 40 N. Y. Rep. 



